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Haddad '. In Arabic that means * The Mound of the
Blacksmith's Son ', but, if you visited it, you would
find that it is the very best place for a general in com-
mand of a siege of Samaria to have the finest possible
view of all sectors of his lines; where he would be able
to see what the besieged were doing inside the walls.
I believe that it should be ' Tel Ben Haddad *. Look
at ist Kings xx, and 2nd Kings vi and vii, you will
see that Ben Haddad, King of Assyria, besieged it
twice, and I am certain that that little mound was made
by his engineers to form a level space on which to pitch
his tent, and to direct the siege operations/'
I was impressed, and said so. By this time we were
running out of the Jewish-farmed area, and there was
nothing but hundreds of acres of untilled land around
us. The land was gorgeous with its mantle of spring
vegetation, covered with wild flowers in a flowing
carpet, but left utterly untilled by man.
" There, that proves my argument," said the driver
triumphantly. " This portion of the plain is as good as
the part which we farm. Have the Arabs bothered
even to plough it ? When I first came here from France
as a boy, all the Emek Israel was like this."
" What do you mean by Emek Israel?" I asked.
He laughed.   " That is our name for Armageddon,"
he replied.    " The Arabs call it Merj ibn ^jner, you
British call it the Plain of Jezreel and half a dozen
other names."
Far over to the left, towards the Jordan, beneath
the feet of bare-topped Gilboa, I could see the red
roofs of other Jewish colonies, and was told that they
lay close to the springs of En Harod, where Gideon